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In a recent interviaw with the widow of Leschil, whetbaon—wrs

Qﬁ&ﬂﬂgﬁ ] lasrned mora of the particulars of their flight and the
paet she took in the events following their escape from fhe Eaton
Rangers, *the fTorce zcting Governor Mascn had sent fo apprehend
Leschi. -
N "We left home &t mnight bnt did no% 2o far" she said,” "only to
AubrV's ﬂjace”(AubTy Dean ahont five miles distant)ﬂhndiéamped in

) ) ' p :71& h,q,.f _r:_..-/\/f.—
g small clumr of timber near the house. Next day ve went to Tewalent
.prairie:!(Conne]]'s)ﬂfut did not stop and went risht on over %o
Greene River whera we afterwards camped so Jong. I‘didn't know

thera was to be war. Leschi never tcld me anything about it. There

were only five of us, three men and *wo womaen, tha% traveled fogether

The men sat un and talked mnearly 2]l night but 1T didn't nay much
at-ention te what they were saying. 1f 1 had known there was to
be war 1 wouldn't have pone. 1 didn't knovm anything about fhersa

baine war mntil I heard the gnins a few days after we went away

from horel
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03d Teschi ever tell von there wonld be war? 1 asked.
i
"Wo, Leschi never told me anvthing ohly small talk ;(Cnltis

Y4 : .
wawa} ~He never told me anvthing about his business, 1 was voung
Ami? Gl ‘f

. \ : L
1.pdg focl for merrying him;(higas rdlton) e was old enough to

be my Tather,"

.
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Then why did vou marry hinm? JF===pd,



"0h well, Leschi was alwayvs making me prasents, and he always
dresszad welj and combed his halr nice and was almest as white as
a Boston rman; and then he was rich and had lots of horses and like
a Toel T married him."

“Weal, was he ngly to yin or cross?e

"0h noT™Withk emphasﬂs)¥nof t+hat. 1 never saw him angry in
my 1ife and he never sypoke an angry werd to me and always Jet me
nave 211 *the nice clothes I wanted, but somehow he didn'* seem to

L

rant to stay at home much and didn't talk to ne rich™,

‘“‘How d3d he cet the monev to buy vou the nice cldthes and make

"
you presents?

;}
"Well, he wonld take a horse to the Fort and sell it and bring
home-a Jot+ of things;““k alwavrs lived vell."

In answer to‘fnvthev inniries she said, "Laschi nevér worked
mich, He was rearly a2lwavs on hovse back nnless we ware away
hntinge ﬁnd as scon as we wonld get home he wonld go away again_and
often stay away 211 night.” |

Y9411 us ahout youf hinmting trins, will von p]ease?‘\

"We nsed to ge away up the river”(Nisqually)A%early to where
the snow laid on the greund, not quite to 3t thongh. Wa wonld take
horses with ns ard stayv sometimes half a month and Leschi would

kill Jots of game, all we conld pack out.”
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"One time when we were walr D Jn the mountains and out of

1,

water Leschi went way dovm into ¢ haar

ki

desp nlace where Ve conld
thae water mmning; ever S0 far dowvn. Vhile Teschi wﬁs down there
ne foind gold and brought sonme of 1t up with him and gshowed 1t to
 me but 1 didn't think much nbout j+ +hen and 1 know 1 conld no® find
the place again and +hat 3s the reason ] have always refﬁsed to
try thoneh some Bostons have cffered me monay if 1 would tell them
vhere the piéce was."

1 had heard of this find of gold heforae, bnut Lesch! in his

1ife time never wonld divulze the seecret ns to the Joation- only.

sald he found it in the mouhtains.
\ﬁHow reny horses do you think TLeschi had when the war broke ont

Wary?t )

"Wall, 1 ﬁave no 3idea. T never count-d +ham and Laschi never
told ma. There was a whele fijeld fnll of them, 1 lmow, that ] heve
seen at one time." 1 should judge from the mamner of expressing
harself thers waers from one to two hindred head- certainly not less
than-é%@ hiundrad.

I auestioned har closaly about whether Lasch} signed ﬁhe‘treaty
but she said she did not know. .&

"Thers were a great many abeut where Stevens and Simmons

tant stood =:d 1 didn't ;o there much and didn't know much abotut



what they v A
at thev were doing. ILesch) fo0ld Simmens he did net want Jand on

the voal 5 7 ; i
e bay and s-3id he wanted his owvn hunting groumnd. Simrmons told

<

th 1 they wonld +
e Indjans *hev would get & hat full of money but vhen the talk

was done thev only eot . 8
3 cot a few vards of calico and some "black strap”

. 74
“(b]ack molass s)’énﬁ net miich cf that.,"

N darv's descripti .rm -
| \ 2serivtion of har former husband differs somavhet from
my 15 1 :
v recollection, consed doubtless in a measure from the differant
conditions 1nder which 1 last sav him and remembar him baest
; W s Hl
L qiiﬂinifyhhim Jast, he had jnust been capntured after nis long
4 \ 1 - 6 ) ‘ o I‘ ‘ LI |
/| silege Un the wary Yof :
i 1 cons t
| . ,/f tant acfjv1+y and scant food for over a

e —

year, which had visjbly changed his appearance.

He was then on

trial for his 1ife and 7 was one of the jnrors facing him. I

shell naver fovazeh his searching eyes &s he rlanced over tha jury
with saeming ceontentment as he knew savéral of them. His hajv at
that time was long and commtenance haggard, revertheless the .
glow on his cheeks showed he was in zo0d health. tary sajd "Leschi
wag white for an Indian and wovre his hajr short and combed back like
a white manfi He was ronnd faced with a flush color on nig cheeks
which showad Pooﬁ health. He was a very strong man ard seemed never
to get tired. She said, vhile visibly effected af tha ravival of

0ld memories "but was always chearfnl snd good natnured hut ha didn't

" talk mnch.”
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As she talked her manner showad she had been nossedded
of a burhaing iealousy that had left its lasting impress "pén
her and fhat had 1+ no* heen for Leschi's former wifa, (then living)
she wenld have heen hanpier than than now with her present husband,
a white man, %o wham she has heen mar-ied & orent many vears,

lary said the veport that Teschd had ki1led his own child %o

o

gscare discovery frem the neoise he made wis not tvie as thev had no
childrarn with *hem. The 1ittle boy he thonsht so much of remained
vith 1+s mether, Teschi's first wife, who did no* gn to the war.

7+ wns a pathetic story Mary told of *he breaknp at the end of

ot

he war. The Indians vere scattared, laschi had gone ovar the

mnuﬁtainsfand she with Mre, Qmiemnth and another Indian woman were

=

left in hiding alone In the movntains. As nesr as J eonld gathar

her narrativa, these thrae withdraw for un ¥hite Rivar inte 4the

FAL

memntains and traveled alons nanr the hesd

waters of khe thres rivarsg,

¥hite, Pnralliap and Nisqually Rivers,mnting grownds of the
. i < 4 A

£ o7,
1m6)nﬂ7and abtalined food after

three deys withont anvthing *c eat. ™"Ch desr me" sha axclal med

TEL
Nisqually, where they fell in withJ?e

"what a time." Surs enough, vhat a tima.

B s T SRR - et S ! - e - o
e s e e B e s T T S . e —— -
o - = = e . _



