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A. w a a l e b r a t e  tha  a~ iVeC.aW of  tho  
+ 

h a c h i ,  Tho Ver Chief 
b i r t h  of ch ie f  Laochi 184 year8 a90 today, Confronted by t h e  advanciryi n m b e r a  
1.t ,,, r-ind ~ ~ ~ e l v a m ,  our  ch i ld ren  and of t h e  m t o n  Rangers, Loachi 'a w r t y  croaaed 
our grandchi ldran of the  9CaatnaS8 of thim t h e  P U Y ~ ~ ~ U P  Riv-r and madm camp nea r  t h e  
un who on" walkad on thim vary land On whit* River  where thay  were fo rcad  t o  # t o p  
which .till walk, t h a  Indian L..chi. and defend thmmaelvem and t h e i r  pornition. . 

Eki.f am the  guardian 
I t  1. k 1 i - v . d  t h a t  t hey  had in t anded  t o D  

at t h e  gat. o f  ou r  paa t  m i  C- h i8  death 134 
cro-m t h e  mountain# v i a  t h e  N.c~.. pa.. to 

y u r a  ago. H e  ham k c o w J h Y l b O l  of tha  
m-ak r* fUq~  With Yakima relatives.. o t h e r  

t r a d i t i o n a l  t r i b a l  himtody of ou r  Ni.qu.lly 
N i a q u a l l ~  and Puyal lup war r io ra  and t h a i r  

p.opla. When va t h ink  d t h e  o l d  WaYm* wa f a m i l i e 8  moon jo inad  tha  Ind ian  group. &amchi 

think o l  Laachi, of h d h e  1iv-d and 
choa-n t o  aamuma t h e  l a a d a r # h i p  r o l e ,  

ha d i d .  when Y.--cow a ick ,  when wa kc- p o s i t i o n  t h a t  would a a r n  him t h e  t i t l e  
of t h e  war ch ie f  of t h e  a l l l a d  Ind ian  Lorcea. 

t1r-d and grow weary f r o l  t ha  hardshipa that tw Of tha  purauinq Amrricana worm 
l i f e  ham d a a l t  t o  ua, w t u r n  t o  h a c h i  and k i l l e d ,  t h e r a  warn no t u r n i n g  back.  ha Ind ian  
to the rhmra i n  hi. prm-nc- w War of 1855-1856 had bagun. 
b w i n  t h a  heal inq prOC088 t o  D A ~ .  our  l i f e  4 

whola again,  t o  t u r n  80 t h a t  Our fat* M Y  
f m 1  t h e  warmth of t h o  sun again. The diaadvantaqaa t h a t  f acod  Leachi 

and h i a  war r io r8  f a r  o u t n u r k r a d  t h e  
nu mir th  of  h a c h i  advantagam. For wh i l e  t h a  Ind ian  f i g h t e r s  

~ m c h i  was born i n  January of 1008 i n  
l villaqa on tha  namh.1 R ive r  - knew the lay land and wel l  i n  t h e  t h i c k  wt underbrush, t hey  f acad  
in the ~ ~ p a r  ~ i a q u a l l y  vatarmhad. H i *  f a tha r  a long c o l d  win te r  wi thout  a a u f t i c i a n t  

of t h e  ~ i a q c u l l y  t r ibb .  H i *  m t h e r  s t o c k p i l a  of food and ammunition. They war- . daughtar of . y a k i n  ch ia f .  According a l a o  outnumkrad.  Tha Rangerm had been 
to t h e  c u a t m  of t h a  NimquallY, him DOthar r e in fo rcad  by more vo lun taa r  unit. and by 

t o  her  huahnd'm v i l l a q a  t o  make t h e  profarmional  moldimrm stationed a t  naarby 
h o n .  F o r t  Steilacoom. Both midoe exporiencad 

~ h .  energy from t h e  p l a n r n t  of the  
c a u a a l i t i a e .  noa t  of t h e  f i g h t i n g  took p l a c e  
wi th in  a radium of about  f i v e  m i l  8 and l a a t a d  

~ q u r i u .  p l ane t s  i n  t h e  univ*r*al *kY a t  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  ap r ing  of 1856. Da?eated and 
the tima of Lorchi'. b i r t h  andowad him with  hungry, Loachi and a p o r t i o n  of him remaining 
the of o r a t o r y  and for thr ightnaa.  of f i g h t e r s  crommod t h e  mountain pamm to meek 
thought which, a s  him l i f a  unfoldad, would 
~1.~. h i m  .. th. mpokeaman and l eade r  amon9 

aaylum i n  Y a k i n  country. The war o f f i c i a l l y  
andad whan, on ~ u q u a t  5, 1856, t ha  t e r r i t o r i a l  

.our paople. governor, Imaac I. Btevana, mat wi th  members 
of tha  Medicine Creak Traa ty  t r i k a  i n t a m e d  

m c h  muuar  h a c h i  c a u  with  him parenta  on Pox Ia l and  and changed t h a  locat ionm of  
t o  t h e  lowr p r a i r i a l a n d o  on t h o  rhoraa of both tha  Nimqually and Puyal lup remarvationm. 
Muck Craok t o  d iq  camam, ha rvea t  c a t t a i l .  Tha Niaqua l l i aa  w u l d  r a c e i v e  4,700 a c r a a  
and f i a h  f r tm t h e  a-r run of malmn. of p r a i r i e l a n d  intarmactad by about  
u t a r  he w u l d  b r ing  him own family  t o  t h e  four-and-.-half miles of t h e  Nisque l ly  n i v ~ r ,  
l w l a n d a  t o  con t inue  tha  r i t u a l .  In  thoma but  n o t  k i o ro  a p r i c o  waa placod on t h e  
day. the  p r a i r i e s  covarad l a r g e  land area. head8 o f  t h e  r . u i n i n q  Ind ian  war leader., 
on both aidem bi t h e  lowr a m n t  of t h e  Lomchi and puayluth. 
~ ~ a q u a l ~ y  n ive r  - t h e  relm p r a i r i e  on on- 
a ide ,  t h e  ~ i n q u a l l y  P r a i r i a  on tha  o t h e r  T h  both of L.&i 
aid-. OUaYmth r o t d  t o  Niaquel ly  and gave 

h i m n l f  up, o n l y  to k m r d e r a d  thm f i r m t  
 noh hi. T ~ O  ~ i p l o w t  n i g h t  am ho a l o p t  a t h o  f l o o r  of t h o  

whon the  B r i t i a h  c a r  i n  1833 t o  povornor'a o f f i o a .  i l ia murderar uaa nevar  
emtabl iah ~ o r t  ~ i s q u a l l y ,  a fur-gathar ing punimhad. Loechi a1.o r a tu rnad  b u t  r o m o i n d  
f o r t ,  j u a t  a a a t  of t h e  mouth of t h a  Niaqually i n  h id inq  u n t i l  ho was k t r a y e d  by him naphew 
Rivar, it was Loschi who obaarvad t h e i r  SlI199i. f o r  t h e  p a y u n t  of f i f t y  blankata .  
movement.. H. notad t h a t  they c a r  wi thout  h a c h i  was t r i a d  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  c o u r t  
t h e i r  f ami l i aa  and took Niaqually -n am 8 Y S t u  f o r  him p.rt i n  t h o  war and 
t h e i r  vivem. Ha watchad t h a i r  farming a f f o r t a  8 p . o i f i c a l l y  f o r  t h e  m r d o r  of  on. moldier,  
which l a t e r  turnod t o  shaop and c a t b l e  A.B. noaeo. ~ f t a r  tw t r i a l m ,  t h e  f i r a t  
raising. I n  tima Lamchi and him b ro the r  Of which producod a hung ju ry ,  Lomchi vaa 
auaymuth accmptad a p o s i t i o n  am horaatendarm condamned to hang. ~ f t e r  a e v a r e l  
with t h e  Hudaon'm Bay Company a t  a farm p o a t p o n m n t m  whi l e  sol. of  him f r i a n d a  
a t a t i o n  on Yalm P r a i r i e .  a t tamptad t o  exonera te  him, h a c h i  warn hanged 

on Tabruary 19, 1058. On him m a m r i a l  mtone 
r t  waa t h e r e  t h a t  -*chi maw t h e  a r e  theme wrdmr "Tbia 10 a -riel LO 

advancamant of tha  A n r i c a n s  aa  thay inudatad W O f  b o a h i ,  !OOO - 1858. An A r b i t r a t o r  
Niaqually t r i b a l  t r a d i t i o n a l  land.. of U m  -1m. On t h e  back of t h e  a tona 
They a r r i v e d  with  t h e i r  f ami l l a s  i n  tow and a r e  thoma wrdmr - J o d i o i a l l y  -. 
procaadad t o  bu i ld  homaa and Kmncam. A l t a r  Fob- 19, 1858, wiry to tb. 
t he  United Statam had a r b l t r a r i L y  asaumed m i a p o b u m t a d l n g  o f  h u t 7  o f  1@54-55, 8 u v i n q  
j u r i a d l c t i o n  ovar cha Indian paopla l i v i n g  him pooplo by him duth.  m a o r i f i d  to a 
k l o w  the  49th p a r a l l a l ,  it was h a c h i  and primoiple. A u r t y r  to l i b u t y ,  honor & 
Quaymuth who m n i t o r a d  tha  governmant'a tho r i g h t .  of -la o f  him oatin lad .  
action*. On Mcamber 26. 1854 whan the  Traaty '  by ~bou  & d i d  to "-.- 
Of Pladicim Creak warn naqot ia ted k t w a o n  
t h e  Unitad Statam and t h e  Niaqually and h a c h i  d i ed ,  n o t  u a war r io r  i n  b a t t l a ,  
~ i g h b o r i n p  t r i k a ,  both h a c h i  and Quayluth bu t  a t  t h e  hand. o f  t h a  u n  who c a n  o n t o  
mre askad t o  a iqn t h e  documm~t. him l a n d  and c l a i r d  it am t h e i r  own. when 

ha aaked f o r  a decen t  ramarvat ion where him 
Lowhi  r e f u H d  t o  a iqn  t h e  t r a a t y ,  poople  could f i s h  and t h o i r  hormom could 

dep lo r ing  tho  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  p r o p o n d  qraxa,  he  warn rafuaed.  ~ h o  war t h a t  fol lowad 
raaarvat iona a0aiqn.d to both t h a  Niaque l l i aa  meend  t h e  on ly  way t o  mettle t h e  a f f a i r .  
and t h o  m ~ a l l u ~ . .  had r a q u e m t d  a Por t ion  The Nlmquallirm d i d n ' t  mta r t  it nor d i d  they  
of t h e  ~ i a q u a l l y  l i v e r  f o r  f i s h i n g  and a wIn it. I n  t h o  and t h e  remervat ion l o o a t i o n  
mogwnt of p r a i i r i e l a n d  f o r  paa tu r inq  t r i b a l  wea.ch.nged am Lamahi had requaatad.  Tha 
horsaa. Neithor n H d  warn addraaaed i n  t h a  new p o v a r n n n t  d d  that wmeona had t o  
trmaty naqo t i a t iona  which purportad t h a t  k b l u r d .  Lomohi we. melactad beoauaa 410 
tha  populat ion of  t h e  13 Nimqually v i l l a q e a  was an Ind ian  o f  g r e a t  importance. The 
rhould move on to  a amall p l a n  of rocky qwarnmont  had takan him land,  d a f a a t a d  him 
highland naar  JohnmOn Point.  i n  war and hanqod him. T h r n  wronqa d i d n ' t  

Rafuminq t o  accap t  t h a  a a a i q d  d o  it r i g h t .  
r aee rva t ion  placed t h e  N i m q u a l l i e ~  i n  a 
pacu l i a r  mituation. They atood f i r m  With.. T h l r r c h i I 4 r o Y  
t h e  atand taken by Lomchi. A p . r iod of One h u n d r d  and t h i r t y f o u r  y r r m  have 
gmnaral unramt f o l l a a d .  Tha Amarican8 Ware 
unaaay.  he g o v e r n m t  o t i i c i a l a  w r o  uneamy. ' ~u~h:f="=t$~~~:l~:~mb::ta~~:Iv~~y 
Tha ~ i a q u a l l i o a  wora, f o r  a11 t o  ..re him w r y  md w n t i n u e  t o  uao hi*  l i f e  and 
diamatimfied and ~*8tl*.8. The Vat t h a t  kg- d e a t h  u l h a o n  to  fo l low when w f a l t e r  
i n  tha  f a l l  o f  1855 waa inevitable. WhW and mima the way. r h c  a u ,  ~ ~ C ~ O C V * C ~ * ~ C O  
a t m r r i t o r i a l  o f f i c i a l  d i s p a t c h d  a p a r t y  and a u r v i v a l  t w h n i q u l a  . rp loyad  b~ h m c h i  
of m t o n ' r  Rangerm, 4 de tachren t  of  - wr. uaed by o u r  anooatora  through t h e  yea r8  
v o l u n t n r e ,  t o  Icimqually t o  b r i w  Loochi that h.vr t r a n a p i r a d  f m  1850 t o  1992. 
and i n t o  olympia f o r  c u m t o d i ~ l  A. w look h c k  and d o o u r n t  o u r  r e n r v a t i o n  
p e r a t i o n ,  a11 h e l l  broke loow ~1.~1ng  hi .Lory r r r l i a r n  t h a t  o u r  plople h a v e  l i v d  
of t h e  propwd  tio on, th) tw b r 0 t h 0 ~ 0  th tbugh  g u i o d r .  of 6 . p c l v . t i 0 ~  t h a t  urt.. 
qethmcad t h e i r  f r i l l a m  t o g l t h e r  and f l o d  o: a w b  proport iam th& would havo d n i m  
tron t h e i r  c u p .  s y  th+ tima t b  -a or drmeroyd m n t  t r i b o a ,  mt a r  -10 
u r i v a d  on t h o  ~ i a q c u l l y  b o t t a ,  L ~ w h i ' a  ~ U - I Y . ~  -ation LO q-ation .C 

proup w u  f u  i n t o  t h  mountain f a t h i l l * .  a conna t i ry  l i n k  to our p m ~ l m .  rko liw 
e a l r r -  



OYr ana.st0rs mvd Onto t h e  cl.r 
rommrvation b u t  could n o t  l ive  up t o  the 
agency f u u r ' s  m f f o r t s  to u k m  f a r n r s  o u t  
of t h u .  Ilo OM has  ymt found a way t o  fa- 
ou r  p ra i r imland l  & a # a l l o n  p.oplm, t h y  
wmrm s t i l l  a b l e  t o  f i s h  on t h e  rmsmrvd 
p o r t i o a  of t h e i r  k l o v d  ~ i m q u l l y  nivmr 
and survived thomm f i r s t  urm of a d j u m t n n t  
k u u w  they oould ut marma f o r  breakrant ,  
lunoh and dinnmr. 

The war had k i l l d  o u r  I i s q u a l l y  1nd.r~. 
Without leadmrmhip tha  tribal p.opl0 could 
have abandond  thmir a u l t u r a l  way. and e a s i l y  
lomt thm cohemirmemm of  t h e  mxtmndd Ind ian  

I family, especially when t h e i r  raservad l ands  
w m r m  a l l o t t e d  i n t o  ind iv idua l  family un i t s .  
With malm lemdmrship missing, our  Nisqumlly 
vonrn became mtrongor and dimcourmged many 
of  t h e  dramtic  changes axpectmd of them. 
Thmy held t h e i r  lamil ims toge the r ,  f ind ing  
t h a t  t he  hand t h a t  rocked thm cradlmboard 
could prmsmrvo the  Indian way of l i f e  and 
r u l e  thm d i r o c t i o n  t h e  t r i b e  might takm. 
Whmn it ram o r d e r d  t h a t  t h e  ch i ld ren  k . 
r a n t  o f f  t o  government boarding mchools, 
thmy wrm mncouragmd t o  d - tho i r  bemt. Nevmr 
torgmtt ing t h a t  thm whit- tmachmrm ro rb id  
them from speaking thmir nati*. language 
and from p r a c t i s i n g  thmir t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r a l  
way=, thmrm emerged two t r i b a l  mombars who 
would, each i n  h i s  om t i m e ,  lead thm 
Niaqually t r i k  wal l  i n t o  thm twnnta-*a -. . - - - -- 
mntury...thm f i r s t ,  Renry & t i n  who d i d  
i n  1910, t h e  smcond, Petmr K a l a u ,  who d i d  
i n  0 4 7 .  m t h  m srcmllmd am intmrprmterm 
and l e a d e r s  f o r  thm ~ lmpuml ly  rrik ~ h m  
l.9aCY t h a t  Lamchi l m l t  k h i n d  r e u i n e d  
i n t a c t .  
' 

Whon t h ' m  minsionarimm a t t u p t m d  t o  t u r n  I thm minds of t h  l s q u l l y  -1. from t h a i r  
o l d  rmligious  waym, t h o  p&plm-found 
thmmsmlves i n  a n o - u n ' s  l and  of k l i m f s ,  
n o t  accmptablm i n  e i t h e r  aulturm. With t h o  
mff .ots  of  a l coho l  and dinmama t ak ing  thmir  
t o l l  among Ind ian  people, o u r  neighbors  a t  
nearby Mud Bay rmtaliatmd by ms tab l i sh ing  . 
t h e  Indian Shakmr rmligion, a mixture  o f  ' 
th o l d  and thm naw. Th i s  now Indian r o l i g i o n  
sprmad up and dovn thm c o a s t  and continums 
to t h i a  day to provide a mRLritua1 u p l i f t  

. t h a t  r u l e 8  our t ha  nemd f o r  a l m h o l ,  i n  Zact,  
dimoouraqmm i t m  u u  m any torn.  

I n  1918 thm Pimrcm County sidm o f  thm 
Nimqually Ind ian  Reservat ion was c o n d u n d  
to k usad am a p a r t  of.. l a r g e r  land p a r m l  
f o r  us. a s  a m i l i t a r y  base. With thm l o s a  
of  two-third. o t  ou r  r.morvation, w l o s t  
13 how.. n i x  cautmrims and two churches. 

I Slowly our  paople m v d  o f f  of  thm sd&dmm.d 
land,  8- w v l n g  t o  th r m u i n i n g  por t ion  
of thm rmmmrvation on t h e  Thurston county 
sidm, son l o v i n g  t o  o t h a r  Indian teservat ionm 
o r  want t o  livm noa t  mmtablishmd rmlativmm. 
It took almost 1 1  yea r s  t o  wvm our  dead. 
Tha populat ion of  tha  Nisqual ly  hik s-d 
t o  disburmm ovmrnight. Only a f w  familimn 
r m u i n r d  i n t a c t  on t h e  s l i v o r  o f  land t h i t  
r m u i n d .  m a t  of thm land  t h a t  Lomchi had 
d i d  f o r  wsm m a .  mvmn h i s  b u r i a l  mpot had 
t o  k vacated; u i s  r w i n s  wmrm mvid: to  1 t h e  Puyallup Indian C .u tmry  nwr whmrm h i s  1 dauqhtar  l i v d .  

I I n  1930.vk.n a11 thm world nmand a s  
I poor a s  o u r  r m u i n i n g  Nimqwlly familimn, 

instmsd of g iv ing  up, thmy countod t h e i r  
blmsainom. OM-third  of  thm r m n r v a t i o n  
nmainmd- ind~a i thoubh  thm land had k e n  
c o n s i d m r d  worthlmss k f o r m ,  it n w  k c u  I 
home, t h e  on ly  home f o r  o u r  Nimqually p.oplm. 
Smcondly thmrm waa m t i l l  f ou r  and l ha l f  
m i l m m  of  thm N i a q u l l y  River tha t ' f l ocnd  
through tha reamrvation and th salmon run. 
m n t i n u d  t o  cow. Thm Crmator, knowing 
t h a t  t h o  land,  thm r i v e r ,  thm mallon and 
t h e  Nimqwlly p.oplm wmm OM, must 8urmly 
have placed h i s  a r n  mround t h w  and hmld 
t h u  clome f o r  they a11 murv ivd .  The mpir i t  
of I n s c h i  continued to l ive .  

Tha y a u s  f o l l w i n g  t h e  d.prassion wn 
1111.4 with U n i t d  statom ca re rmss iona l  a c t s  
that halpad a l l  Ind ian  pogle; I n  1946 oar- 
Nimqually Trik rwrgmni red  undmr s tribal 
a o n s t i t u t i o a  and m 1 m c t . d  a t r i b a l  chairman 
and a Duminams Counci l  a s  s o t  f o r t h  i n  o u r  
nau document. That  was 46 ymmrs aqo  and 
t h i s  w r i t m r  r a n m k r m  it a s  i f  it w a n  
yamterdmy bmcauma s h e  is on- o f  t h e  few who, 
nou l i v i a p ,  warm i n  attmndmcm. Rent ing 
sp.m f o r  o u r  t r i b a l  haadquar t e r s  i n  Ymlm 
m m b l d  t h e  Niaqual ly  pooplm t o  ms tab l i sh  
long rang .  plan*. The m l d t  Docision ol  
1974 r e d e f i m d  m r o l l a a n t  Drocedures and 
q u a r a n t a d  o f r : n s m r v a t i o n ~  fimhinq r i g h t s .  
I n  1976 when t h a  U n i t d  I t a t m s  q o v o r n w n t  
a d r o c a t d  tribal w o n o a i c  se l f - iu l f i c imncv .  
wa a p p l i d  f o r  and racmivad funds to  b u i l i v  
o u r  p rmsmt  on-rasmrvation t r i b a l  
hms&uartmrs. I q  1971 t h o  mv b u i l d i n q  was 
d d i c a t d  and today housmm a l u g e  va r imty  
of  t r i b a l  p r o g r a m  f o r  our Ninqual ly  paoplm. 
I l a l y  o u r  paoplm havm - back ham.  Could 
a mtrang.r .v iwinp o u r  bumy t r i b a l  f a c i l i t y  
today mvmn susp .c t  thm himtory lessons t h a t  . 
wa hold very olosm t o  o u r  hmarts t h a t  ti. 
um to o u r  p a s t ,  back t o  thm o l d  waym, back 
t o  ChimI Lamchi? Pmrhapn not1 n u t  w, thm 
p . o p l m  of  thm Nisqual ly  Trik, w i l l  nmvmr 
fo rge t .  Today we amlebratm thm thm 184th 
ann ive r sa ry  of h i s  b i r t h .  Rapw b i r thday ,  
ch ia f  I n s a h i l  


