
What time is it?
TIMETABLES AND RAILWAY GUIDES
What’s a timetable? 

A timetable is a printed brochure, book, or card with tables inside.  These tables tell travelers the schedule 
times of arrival and departure at stations along one or more railroad routes.  Below are two covers from 
different timetables.  These timetables are from the late 1800s.  When you look at the covers, notice the 
different pictures on each one.  Why do you think those pictures were used?  Read the caption underneath 
each picture to fi nd out more about it. 

December 1891
Koch and Oakley’s Railway and Navigation Guide

This timetable had information on both railroad and 
steamship travel.  It also included a shippers’ guide.

August 1893
Pacifi c Coast Offi cial Railway & Steamship Guide

All forms of transportation were included in this 
timetable.  Railroad, steamship, and stagecoach 

schedules were all listed.

All pictures from the Washington State Historical Society Collections.



December 1891
Koch and Oakley’s Railway and Navigation Guide (page 104)

This inside page from the Railway and Navigation Guide shows arrival and 
departure times for trains on the Montana Central Railway and the Seattle and 

Montana Railway.


